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Fig. 1 Upland Sandpiperan increasingly rardéaigship species of US prairies, at Dunn Ranch, MO.

In 2015, 15th to 18 July |visited the state of Missouri, USA, for birdwatching. It was a short visit,
only threeandhalf days, because of my rather short list of target spec{eseater Prairie
Chiclen! I did, nevertheless, see a number of other interesting badd mammals at Dunn Ranch
Prairie Hatfield area and Squaw Cres#tional Wildlife Refugeglong the Missourlowa-Nebraska
borderlands,and would therefore like to share the experiences anfbrmation gained at these
locations.

There were no other birders at the sitesJuly and rather limited information in the Internet, too.
The knowledge on Missouri breeding birds could apparently be mor®gate than it today is.
There are not enogh birders to cover all the corners of the large state.
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CAR RENTAL

On arrivalat Kansas City International Airport (in Missouriljented aNissan Sentra S¥ reliable
Japanese carat Alamo.Three days cost USD 284¢ H,cCBW,all the fees and taxeincluded,

with a navi as an extra (USD 8% o¢ipcluded in the totdl They kindly did not mind that | picked
the carup two hours earlier than estimated in the reservation. American Airlines had changed my
Dallas/Ft. Wath connection to an earlier onand | had had no problem in boarding on time, as my
LAX flight had nobeen delayed.On arrival, theKansas Citwirport had birds not otherwise
recorded, such asBurasian Collared Dovend dozens oPurple Martins
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Fig. 2 Looking for a reliable anldw consumption car, | chose a Nissan SeSwat Alamo.

The weatherin Kansas Citwas fine and it was a @hsure to start the drive from the airpotd
Bethany before sunseiThe roads of Missouri wera iexcellent condition, abovthe rather high
aveaage of US road standardgven better than in California. Missouri looked fine and became
even more enchanting as soon as | learned that | was actiiiyng through the historical Jesse
James countrypast Liberty and KearneYear list birds startedbtaccumulateon the rolling hills
with woodland the best one being a roadsidarred Ow] a lucky sunset discovery.

Each visit to a gas station felt like winning in a lottery, becaisbe extemely cheap gasoline
Paying less than half the price onays in Europe makes traveling a budget experience,
particularly if the vehicle one drives is a low consumption Japanese model, with an efficient
engine.The gas must be heavily subsidey the USfederal government, if not directly, in some
other ways. Fomy Nissana half-a-tank of gas cosUSD 19about the sara as a small bottle of

water with a cheese and ham roll costs at LAX airp&t home, | would have pad n n % | Y



equivalent of USD 45Still, the locals complagd, pointing out that they have to drive long
distances. We have the same problem in Finland and have the expensive gas on tdp ahit.
average year dirive 20.000 km at home, about 12.500 mil&mn top of that, there is the 10.000
km driven abroad.

Listening the car radio was, howeve fun, in the long run This was theBible Belt: Christian
fundamentalism, Bpublican extremisnand country music. The music was ok but thews in the
other programsfrequently wererather distorted and grossly uninformedf judged by a European
listener. Manylocals clearly had no ide# the developments in the world outside their immediate
daily surroundingsif judged by the radio program3hey appeared tbve in some sort of fantasy
world, where fiction and superstitionwere more valued thanfactual understandings and
knowledges.Fortunately, NPFRstill exists at least in some parts of the USAhe educative,
informative element is not completely lost, East not yet.

The same can be said about television news: not much to les@hfocus on trivial matters or
crime. As arexample, | am completely confused by the CNN and Fox News policies of providing
massive publicity to anynurderer looking for it.i July 2015, the Charleston church shooting was

a good example. Hundreds and hundreds of news rep@r4/, all the media encouraging others

to follow suit by celebrating the shooter, ingté of denying hinthe publicity. At the same time,

they purposefuly negleced issues which affeed everyday life all over the state&Vhy?!It does

not makeanysense to me.

On the surface we look so similan ou thoughts, we are so different®/ell, | nyselfhad attached
Jesse James, whose actions caused sevestheZ (1 2 (1 K SWilPNe&stY' | y 1 A OQ
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Fig. 3 Eastern Kingbirds/ere conspicuous in Missouri; herg oneat an old Hatfield cemetery



ACCOMMODATION AND FOOD

| stayedall my nights athe { dzZLJSNJ v . SiKlIye az2iStsx Ay .SOGKIYy
Eagleville(pop. 316)appeared to be ok, but Bethanjpop. 20.000)had a more advantageous
constitution, with its servicessuch assupermarkets andyas stationsThe diving time between
thesetowns was only tenminutes. It is advisable to reserve a rodmafore arrival. | did not, and

had to stay my first night in a smoking room, which | did not li&esay the leastFor the next two

nights, | got a nosmoking doubleFor me, theN2 2 Y NI S &1 & per{nBnht. phe 0 ¢
rooms were cleangcozy and wth better than average amenitie©verall, it wasclearlya higher
classaccommodationthan my Ventura Motel 6 roomthe day before had been There was no
shortage of parking space in front of the buildid@yerall, it was a peaceful place for a rest.

At the closeby BP, astunningblonde cashier was as attractite men as honey is to bees. | saw
some customerso mesmerized that they just stood there, gapiigher. A ste way to attract
more money than the neighbog | hope they paid her accordihg In terms of groceries, the
Missouri gas stations were a pleasant surpriSeod variety and also fresh products, such as fruit.
Supermarkets were, of course, even bettdn Bethany, the best choice is the Mge
Supermarket, at the corner & 28" SYUS Hwy 136 and Vandivert Shdvervisited restaurants,
because food and drinks werherwise avalable. There is a Walmart right next to the Super 8
Motel, but it is a Walmart and therefore of little use for a traveling birderen if one does not
boycott the company

BIRDS, MAMMALS AND SITES

Dunn RancHPrairie

Fig. 4 The new Bison Enclosure is celebraled G KA & W2 Af Rigi.SadQ adetsS N

Dunn Ranch is a 1.31Bectare Nature Conservancprairie reserve about 6 ilometers west of
EaglevilleNorthern MissouriAs a result ofong term commtiment to restore the habitatoy fire,
seeding and bison, the prairleas become a paradise on earth. In July, | saw of sea of wild flowers
and long grass, occupied by numerous insects, birds and mammad&rkncontrast with the



surrounding farmlandmainly plantedwith GMO corn and consequentlgimost devoid ofwildlife.
Before the visit, | had not realized how rich in biodiversity the American prairie actually was!

The driving directions are: Leave Irgtate 35 at Eagleville intersection, drive to the centre of the
village, till a Jjunction (500 m), and turn right. After 200 meters, turn left and drive west on Fir
stw 170" St, also known as the M Rd. At W T8@ve, about 7 to 8 km west of Eagleyiltarn

right. You have arrived at Dunn Ranch. Birding is done along the WAM&0and W 150 St. Stay

on the gravel roads. On the left of the W 18Bve, there is arAmerican Bisorenclosure with

more than 80 animals, an area definitely out of boun@s. the right hand side, there are private
farmlands. Also, be sure to stay on the right when crossing hillcrests to avoid colliding with other
vehicles. The roads are narrow and itisolling landscape.afmers tend to drive fast on familiar
roads justlike they do back home in Finland.

Fig. 5 Restored prairie; a paradise for plants, insects, birds and mammals, including me!

Thunderstorms and tornados kept on circling around the Misslmwea-Nebraska borderlands. In

the first morning, some speatular lightning and heavy rains were also experienced at Dunn
RanchPrairie This proved to be a blessing, since the morning was delayed and both birds and
mammals were active late, almost till noon. Later tre weather was mostly fine, with a few
shortshowers in the last morning, on the 18f July.

In the firstmorning, | spotted a man standing on the veranda of the Dunn Ranch main building,
early in the morning. It was raining, but | drove in, parked close to him and introduced myself,
explaining hat | would be driving around their lot for the next three days or so, in search for
Greater Prairie ChickerHe seemed to appreciate the information and told about a female with
chicks which had recently been seen around the buffalo corral. It was neiljp@go go in there
(Bisonenclosure) but this is the area where | eventually scored with the species, observing the
female in the last morning.
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Fig. 6 The signs at the M Rd/W 18@\ve junction, about 7 t8 km west of Eagleville.

Fig. 7 Fine grael tracks crisscross the rolling landscape; here on the W Sh@et.

Overall, thechosentactics was to drive slowly on the gravel roadsth car windows, eyes and
ears open, and to make frequent stops on the way. This was done hour after houaftelagay,
until the skulking bird was discoverebhe prairiechickens are easy only during the lekking season
but not impossible at other times, as long ane has the patience to go aftdrem. Needless to
say, looking for a skulker @prairie habitatis bound to produe an extensive list of otheecords

| never got bored at Dunn Ranch Prairieef®e always was something new to see.



In regard to mammals, in addition to the-netroduced American Bisonsthe following species
were obsered in the geneal area, between Eagleville and Hatfield, in most cases at Dunn Ranch
White-tailed Deer(30+),American Badgel1), Raccoon(1), Coyote (1), American Red Foxl),
Longtailed Weasel(1), Eastern Cottontailall over the place, >100kastern Fox Squirrgd) and
Franklin Ground Squirrg]l). Most of thedeer, the badger and the raccoevere seen in the rainy
first morning, when &rrived at Dunn Ranch Prairie very early, before sunrise.

Fig.8. The cute littleEastern Cottontailsvere all over the plaein July 2015.

Fig. 9 What would a Missouri summer be witho8ummer Tanagefs



