CAMBODIA

January 11 - 18, 2011

Roosting White-shouldered lIbis in Tmatboey Photo B. Legnell

This tripreport is part of a journey that also includes Vietnam and Thailand. On this trip we
not only had the privilege to see over 420 species of birds, of which a number now is on
the brink of extinction, but also a few of the rarest mammals in the region. We traveled
west-ward from southern Annam in Vietnam, through northern Cambodia and ended by
the Burmese border in the northern part of the Thai peninsula. This gave us a cross-section
of habitats, as well as impressions of how nature and wildlife preservation functions in
these countries.




=P
g

Gull
of e
Thatland .

We landed in the city Siem Reap (Siemreab) by the northern shores of the lake Tonle Sap. We then travelled to
Ang Trapaeng, not far from Poi Pet in the north-western corner of the country, where there is a crossing to
Aranyaprathet in Thailand. Prek Toal is a floating village in the north-western corner of Tonle Sap. The grass-
land is situated west of the town Kampong Thom. Tmatboey is about 130 km straight north from this town.



This was my second trip to Cambodia, Goran had also been there once before, but virgin
territory for the rest of the group.

It is a country in rapid change. Tourists are pouring in to Siemreap to see neighbouring Angkor
Wat. Brand new 5-star hotels, catering to huge tour-groups, eager to see the temple - as well as
Chinese gamblers from Bangkok, KL or Singapore, trying their luck at the huge casino in Poi Pet
by the Thai border - are mushrooming up along the main road in the city. Small, cheap and
friendly guest-houses are popping up elsewhere in this fast growing town.

Further south, along the Gulf of Thailand, the beach-resort Sihanoukville was recently built
with hotels, resorts and another huge casino, favoured by exiled Thai politicians and other rich
and influential people from that country, trying to escape the “long” arm of the law... In short,
there is a lot of quick dollars floating around, earned from tourism, garment export, gemstone
mining (sapphires and rubies along the Thai border, opposite Kanchanaburi, a lucrative business
for high ranking Thai military during Pol Pot days), gambling casinos and foreign aid.

A lot of the tourism, casinos, garment manufacturing, agriculture ventures etc., are operated
by Vietnamese, Korean and Thai business-concessions. The Vietnamese have big plans for huge,
industrial, export-oriented rice farming, irrigated by the biggest lake in South East Asia, Tonle
Sap, which can have a huge future impact on this country and it’s environment.

It is this struggle between the treasures of the old heritage, with roots in the Ankorian age, one
thousand years ago, and the approaching “brand new world” - that for a short moment in time
got frozen during the wars of Pol Pot regime in the 70°th — 90°th - that now have brought the
country to a critical cross-road for some of the very special avifauna that is found in this
country. In fact, | believe it is these very ancient farming methods, with small forest patches of
rice-cultivation and the small dams (trapaengs) from Ankorian time which remain to this day,
that attracts birds with a habitat in the dry open forest, birds like Giant/White-shouldered Ibis,
Woolly-necked/Adjutants/Black-necked Stork, White-winged/Comb Duck. During the dry
season these birds still seek food in these 1000 years old dams or trapaeng.

In neighbouring countries, that experienced massive deforestation of this type of deciduous
forests, to make room for huge “modern” rice-cultivation, with irrigation-systems that have
drained up most wetlands...2-3 harvests/year, geared for export and a handsome S income,
these birds died out 60 -70 years ago.

Participants; Bengt Legnell, Stockholm/Thailand. Organizer and tour leader.
Henrik Hultén. Malmé.
Mathias Karlsson, Vastervik.
Goran Elmgvist, Malmo.
Olof Karlsson, Jonkoping.



Goran Elmquist and Olof Karlsson Photo B. Legnell

January 11
.We arrived by air from Saigon in the evening. Saeng Raksa from SVC met us at the airport and
drove us to our hotel in the centre of Siemreab.

January 12

This was our first day birding in Cambodia
and the wetlands in Ang Trapaeng about 2
hours drive from Siem Reap was our goal
for the day. Sarus Cranes and Comb Ducks
was the target. Well, it turned out to be our
only minor dip (literally) on the trip, as the
area still was so flooded that it was hard to
access and bird. Nevertheless we saw some
good birds here too. Cotton Pygmy-goose,
Comb Duck (7), Spot-billed Pelican (over
200), Yellow Bittern, Painted Stork (at
least 400), Lesser Adjutant (4), Eastern
Marsh-Harrier (10-15), Rufous-winged
Buzzard (5), a Greater Spotted Eagle, a
Peregrine Falcon, Watercock (2), Pheasant-
tailed and Bronze-winged Jacanas, Pied
Kingfisher (3), Blue-tailed Bee-eater (25,
replacing Green here), Fulvous-breasted
and Rufous Woodpecker,

Greater Spotted Eagle. Photo B. Legnell



Lanceolated Warbler, Oriental Reed-Warbler, Dusky Warbler (5), Siberian Rubythroat (1),
Rufous Treepie (5) and White-shouldered Starling (30) were some other high-lights.

The water was waist-deep sometimes.... Spot-billed Pelicans  Photos H. Hultén

. Photo B. Legnell Rice is still planted and harvested by hand Photo H. Hultén

January 13

Up at 04.00 - and a short drive from Siem Reap down to the harbour - in order to be able to
cross the great Tonle Sap to the floating village Prek Toal on the north-west side of the lake,
before the sun wandered too high in the sky. Both the lake and the villages, floating by the
shore are a world of its own, strange, yet very warm and friendly.




Everything floats in Prek Toal...houses, shops, schools, church and administration, here Fishery Admin.




School kids in uniform...on their way to... ... the floating school

. Life has to be “floating”, since the dry season lake shrink down to a fraction of its wet season size, and the lake-
shore suddenly change a few miles or so...so they just “float along with the tide”. Here a Buddhist monk and a
woman on her way to the grocery-store — boat! - Photos B. Legnell

The visit to the village was very interesting. Here we had to change to a smaller boat, as the
water level in January is getting low (a February visit to the Prek Toal delta may be almost
impossible, as chances are one have to wade up to the waste in mud, in order to get to the
nesting/roosting sites).

On our way...once we arrived to the mouth of the
canal, we had to change into small paddle canoes,
as the water was very shallow. On tow after our
boat were 5 canoes, 3 for us, the canteen
canoe...and a hitch-hiking fisherman family in their
canoe...on their way fishing...

Photo B. Legnell




There are three platforms accessible to visitors in this area. We managed to reach platform nr.
2, as not even our small canoes could bring us any further inside.

Peregrine Falcon. Japonensis? Photo B. Legnell

There where huge numbers of Oriental Darters (4-500) and Spot-billed Pelicans (200) in
colonies along the waterway. Both species start their breeding season in December, a few
months before the Storks with peak breeding in April — May.

Goran and Bengt  Photo H. Hultén Spot-billed Pelican Photo B. Legnell

From the dangerously weak looking platform nr 2 we could survey the area to platform nr 1
(one of the main breeding areas for Greater Adjutant) and saw 4 Greater Adjutants there. A
Milky Stork could be seen in a colony of Painted Stork and Asian Openbill at a closer distance.



Greater Adjutant Photo H. Hultén
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Platform nr. 2 Photo G. ElImquist Blue-tailed Bee-eater  B.Legnell

Among other birds seen at Prek Toal was Black Bittern (2), Osprey (1), Gray-headed Fish-Eagle
(2), Peregrine Falcon (1), Watercock (1), Common Moorhen (1) and Eurasian Coot (2).



Painted Storks Photo B.Legnell

Fishermen at dawn on the Great Tonle Sap Photo G. EImquist

Jan. 14.

After having lived in comfort at a nice, small family-owned guest-house in Siemreab a few days,
it was now time to “rough it up” a little. Our plan was to travel up to Tmatboey in Preah Vihear
province, not far from the Thai border — the now world famous Ankorian-age Preah Vihear
Temple, that has been the site of numerous clashes between Cambodian and Thai armed forces



in recent years, is situated only about 30 km from the viIIage - ...and soldiers had been clashing
with deadly outcome just a couple of days earlier....!

We started early, as we wanted to spend the morning in the grasslands west of the city
Kampong Thom. The target was the rare and extremely shy Bustard, Bengal Florican. On the
way there we picked up the local village headman and his helpers, who had spent the previous
day trying to locate the bird for us.

Looking for the elusive Florican. G. EImquist  Fishing in the |mportant grassland water holes. B. Legnell

It was a
privilege to get
help from the
village chief
finding the
Florican...and
see local vil-
lagers getting
involved.
Photo B Legnell




Since the village chief had sent out his people scouting the area the day before, he knew
approximately where the male Bengal Florican was...females are very hard to find...in this vast
grassland. It didn’t take long before one of the villagers had flushed up this beautiful male. In
flight it looks a little like Pheasant-tailed Jacana that was quite common in the small water
ponds spread out in the grassland. The villagers had also seen a small group of Sarus Cranes,
which we had dipped in Ang Trapaeng. We saw a group of 4 at a distance. It paid off to check
out some of the small water ponds for wintering Blue-throats, Siberian Rybythroats,
Stonechats and Eastern Yellow Wagtails, that was seen in small numbers. We also flushed up
about 5 Australian Bushlarks and about as many Oriental Skylarks, birds that is increasingly
more difficult to see elsewhere in South-East Asia due to lack of proper grassland. A group of
cute Small Buttonquails ran off in the grass. Other typical grassland birds we saw was Zitting
Cisticola, Yellow-bellied Prinia, Oriental Reed-Warbler, Striated Grassbird, Pied Fantail, Brown
Shrike, Burmese Shrike, Long-tailed Shrike, Common Woodshrike (2), Red Avadavat (10).
Perhaps the most noticeable observation at the grassland was a winter-vagrant male Hen
Harrier. Rare here!

After the morning visit at the Kampong Thom grassland it was time to head up north. It would

take most of the afternoon to reach Tmatboey in Preah Vihear province.
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Many new roads are being built in Preah Vihear province along the Thai border and everywhere a “corridor”,
about 500 meter wide, on both side of the road is cleared for settlement and cultivation...this is lIbis habitat!
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Male White-rumped Falcon Photo H. Hultén

On the way up to Tmatboey, Bengt suddenly saw some movements in the trees and we stopped
our little caravan of two Pajero 4x4. In a tree a handsome male and also a female White-
rumped Falcon sat. The female is almost more beautiful than the male with her deep rufous
crown and upper mantle. Nara, our local guide remembered that he had seen the falcon in the
same area before. This bird is increasingly more difficult to see, as the dry forests where it
thrives, is being put to the axe. In Thailand it is almost impossible to find it anymore and it is
getting difficult to see in Myanmar and Vietnam as well.

Just 5 minutes later we passed by a Collared Falconet that sat on an electrical wire beside the
road...think the bird experienced the first paparazzi attack in its short life...but it didn’t want to
leave it’s favourite wire with lots of yummy flying termites to feed on. We passed by a couple of
ancient Khmer temples on the way, as old and almost as big as Angkor.



Only just over 15 cm...Collared Falconet Goran, Bengt, Olle, our guide Nara, Mathias and Henrik.

We had a lovely welcome party waiting for us, when we arrived to Tmatboey. A Black Baza flew
over our heads...but more spectacular, huge flocks of Parakeets were feeding on left over rice,
after harvest. About 300 Blossom-headed Parakeets, 20 Red-breasted Parakeets and even 4
Alexandrine Parakeets, just outside the village. It was very encouraging to see that the forest
here was so full of parakeets...elsewhere in South-East Asia parakeets are in drastic decline due
to habitat loss and wildlife trade...though wildlife trade is also a trade here unfortunately...
Together with the villagers in Tmatboey, WCS built 5 bungalows complete with a dining area,
for visiting birders in 2007. All electricity is supplied by solar panels. The place, situated just
outside Tmatboey village, is also used for the training of birdguides and people that will work in
environmental programs all over Cambodia. SVC, that were our host during the stay in
Cambodia, is often responsible for this training program. We spent the next 3 nights here.

Black Baza, with the characteristic flight silhouette Blossom-headed Parakeet  B.Legnell



Just before sunset, the local village guide took us about a kilometre outside the village. On the
other side of an old rice field stood a large, dead tree. Quietly we waited for the first White-
shouldered Ibis to arrive at the roosting-site. A Spotted Wood-Owl was calling in the distance.
2 Asian Barred Owlets flew in and sat down in a nearby tree to entertain us, as we were
waiting...Then 2 Spotted Owlets joined their relatives, and sat down in a tree on the other side
of us. The sun had sunk below horizon when the firs Ibis majestically flew in over the open sky.
Then a few more! And more!! And even more, flew in!!! Finally 17, a record number, had
gathered in the tree after a day feeding in pairs or small flocks in the tiny, almost dried up pools
scattered all over the surrounding forest. This was the biggest roosting site, only a short
distance from the village. Our village-guide told us about 30 White-shouldered Ibises could be
found in the Tmatboey district.




January 15.

It was with great anticipation we woke up this morning, remembering the fantastic previous
day. Today we wanted to see the Giant one....a nice early breakfast, mostly made by local
ingredients...think only the instant coffee — to my relief — was “imported”. Chicken, eggs, pork,
fish, fruit and vegetables that was served each meal, came from the village (or close by).
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Our Bungalow in Tmatboey Black-headed Woodpecker Photos H.Hultén

...then off to a potential feeding pond, or Trapaeng, for the Giant Ibis. This time we dipped it,
but saw a few Lesser Adjutants and 2 White-shouldered Ibises there. We had to travel to the
Trapaeng where the Giants are most commonly seen (I think the local guides try to visit
different Trapaengs in order not to disturb the birds too much — the Giant Ibis seemed more
affected by disturbances, compared to the White-shouldered, and this particular pond had
been visited by a Japanese couple a few days earlier...they got a quick glimpse of one bird




there, after having searched for them a number of days...) We slowly approached the muddy
pool. 4 or 5 Lesser Adjutants flew off. Suddenly a Giant Ibis flew off from the pond and sat
down high up in a nearby tree, watchfully keeping an eye on us — wow!
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Giant Ibis Photo B. Legnell




Soon another 5 Giant lIbises flew off from the trapaeng, which was partially covered in

~r|

greenery, which made it difficult to see the birds feeding there. What a treat, 6 Giant Ibises!

Mathias Karlsson Henrik Hultén

There were a lot of Parakeets everywhere in this dry type of forest and we saw many big flocks
of Blossom-headed and Red-breasted Parakeets, many feeding for grain in the rice-stubble.
Even a few smaller flocks of Alexandrine Parakeet. There were also plenty of Woodpeckers
here. We saw Gray-capped (2-3), Fulvous-breasted (2), Yellow-crowned (1), Rufous 3-4),
White-bellied (1), Lesser Yellownape (1), Black-headed (3-4) Common (2-3) and Greater
Flameback (3-4), Heart-spotted (2) and Great Slaty Woodpecker (the world’s largest
Woodpecker. We saw 4-5 and heard a few more) during our 3 days here. | believe the presence
of these types of birds in these quantities indicates a fairly healthy forest, as they all need big
old trees to nest and feed.
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Great Slaty Woodpecker Black-headed Woodpecker Heart-spotted Woodpecker(female)



The presence of big Owls is another indication of a healthy forest and during our 3-day visit in
Tmatboey we saw or heard Oriental Scops-Owl (1-2 heard), Brown Fish-Owl (2), Spotted
Wood-Owl (1 heard), Brown Wood-Owl (1), Asian Barred Owlet (4-5) and Spotted Owlet (2).

Asian Barred Owlet Crested Serpent-Eagle Woolly-necked Stork Photos H.Hultén

Some other birds we saw during our 3 day stay in Tmatboey was; Chinese Francolin (heard
daily), Lesser Adjutant (totally about 7-10), Changeable Hawk-Eagle (2), Rufous-winged
Buzzard (10-15), Green Sandpiper (1), Thick-billed Pigeon (10), Yellow-footed Pigeon (20-30),
Green Imperial Pigeon (10-15), Large-tailed Nightjar (heard), Stork-billed Kingfisher (2-3),
Chestnut-headed Bee-eater (1), Euro-Asian Hoopoe (5-7), Oriental Pied Hornbill (20-30),
Indochinese Bushlark (3-5), Brown Prinia (3), Hainan Blue Flycatcher (2), Tickell’s Blue
Flycatcher (6-8), Siberian Blue Robin (1), Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch (2), Large and Common
Woodshrike, Blue Magpie. See bird list at the end of this report for complete list.

Bengt and Olof having Breakfast in the hay (still chilly) Typical dry Dipterocarp forest.

January 16.

The target today was Pale-capped Pigeon...but the only dip in Cambodia. Our guide saw a few



while scouting a few fruiting trees for us...but we came too late. There were lots of Yellow-
footed Pigeons — the most common pigeon in this dry forest —and Thick-billed Pigeons in the
fruiting trees, sharing the small figs with flocks of Oriental Pied Hornbills as well as Lineated
and Coppersmith Barbets. While looking for the Pigeon, a Black-necked Stork came flying over
our heads...so fast no one managed to raise a camera...the race that occur in South and South-
East Asia asiaticus is almost extinct in South-East Asia (one pair in Yok Don, Vietnam and some
here in Cambodia) A very small, but stable population on the Indian sub-continent...about 1000
total. The Australian race is more common, with up to 20,000 pairs.
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Typical little rice-field (now burnt) in the forest, and a dam Yellow-footed Pigeon
(trapaeng) hidden amongst the trees...where Storks and Photos B. Legnell

Ibises can find food during dry season...
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A lot has changed in Tmatboey village since birdwatchers came there to have a look at the Ibises. Clean water, a

new school, improvements on the road...and many of the villagers has new part-time jobs as guides, cooks,
drivers etc. Before, the young tried to leave the village for “big city”...now many have started to re-build and
improve their houses...and that is a good sign...AND...the Ibis population increases! Photos B. Legnell

January 17.

On our way back to Siemreab from Tmatboey we stopped by one of the many ancient temples
from Ankorian times. | think there are almost 30 of them shattered in the forests in northern
Cambodia, almost as big as Angkor. The surrounding forests often are quite good for birding, as



they often have been protected, even though wars and turmoil. Woodpeckers, Ibises, Parakeets
and Storks thrive here. | started to wonder if the ancestors to the “talking” Hill Mynas in one
temple ruin we visited, actually had first learned to talk 1000 years ago, when they acted as
“Temple-birds” for the priests...these birds otherwise are amongst the first to disappear as cage
birds in the bird trade...but here they are protected and thriving, talking an old Khmer dialect...
the locals assured me the birds indeed where wild and not released, they had always stayed

around the ruin...and no one fully understood the dialect they spoke...

It is not cheap to go birding in
Cambodia ...(unless you are well
connected or just “go by faith”)
SVC is operating the Ang Trapaeng
and Tmatboey camps (as well as
the camps in Cheep and Semi) on
mandate from WCS. We paid about
$ 1150/person (the group paid for
me), all inclusive. Some of the
funds SVC receive goes back to the
villages...but it is a very special
country to go birding in!

| am arranging a similar trip to
Vietnam (Yok Don, Dalat and Cat
Tien) and Cambodia (Prek Toal and
Tmatboey) -with possibility to
extend a week to Thailand -
Spoonbilled Sandpiper etc — We
leave first week of January 2012
and stay 14-15 days. Price $5000.
For info, contact Bengt Legnell at
kontakt@orientbirding.com




List of Birds seen in Cambodia Jan. 11 — 18, 2011.

Lesser Whistling Duck............ccceevvvverenrennnnnen. about 1000 in Ang Trapaeng

CoMDB DUCK.......coeiriieeee et 7 in Ang Trapaeng

Cotton Pygmy-GoOSe............ccccecuvreveeeerennenererenns about 300 in Ang Trapaeng. 2 in Prek Toal.

Indian Spot-billed Duck about 10 in Ang Trapaeng, 3 in Prek Toal, 5 in Kampong Thom.
GArZANEY.....coi ittt e e s 5in Prek Toal

Chinese Francolin...............c.cccovvieinieieieienienns Heard daily in Tmatboey (seen once)

Red Junglefowl.............ccoooviniiiciniiineceeee. Heard and seen daily in Tmatboey.

Little Grebe........cccveeviviice v 1in Prek Toal

Spot-billed Pelican............. about 200 in Ang Trapaeng and about the same number in Prek Toal
Indian Cormorant............cccooeeeeeveeeceriereeeece s 1in Ang Trapaeng (prob. lots more) about 200 in Prek Toal.
Great Cormorant.............eccceveieeeenenineceneeeee s about 20 in Prek Toal

[ 7 o =1 OO PSRRI 4-500 in Prek Toal.

Gray Heron.........cccvevee e about 50 in Ang Trapaeng and about 10 in Prek Toal

Purple Heron 5in Ang Trapaeng, 2 in Prek Toal and about 10 in Kampong Thom
Great Egret.........ccooeeviee e e 10 in Ang Trapaeng. Very common in Prek Toal

Little EGret.........oovveeeeeeeecetee ettt e very common in all locations in Cambodia

Intermediate Egret............cccoooeveveeieivece e very common in wetland (outnumber Great Egret) 2-3 in Tmatboey
Chinese/Java Pond-Heron.............c.ccccoouvvveerrnnes very common in all locations (winter-plumage and inseparable)
Cattle Egret...........ccoevveeceeecceee e common in wetland, less so in Tmatboey

Yellow Bittern.........cococeveivieeecceceveeeereese e 2 in Ang Trapaeng, 2 in Prek Toal

Black Bittern

2 in Prek Toal

MILKY StOrK.......coceeveeeeeeece e s 1in Prek Toal

Painted Stork about 100 in Ang Trapaeng, maybe 500 in Prek Toal
Asian Openbill.............ccooooeriiiie e about 100 in Prek Toal, 17 in Kampong Thom
Woolly-necked Stork............ccceernieinnnieiennnenn. 5-7 in Tmatboey




Black-necked Stork..........ccccooeumiveniee e, 1in Tmatboey

Lesser Adjutant............ccooueevernineiccnennice s 4 in Ang Trapaeng, 10-15 in Tmatboey

Greater Adjutant.............ccccooeiveennenencinece e, 4 in Prek Toal

White-shouldered Ibis...........c.ccoevnereireinrine. 17-21 in Tmatboey

Giant Ibis.......c.coocoeeice e 6 in Tmatboey

OSPIEY....ccecuecteiieierirreeee sttt sereestesse e esaesereaseeae seen 1in Ang Trapaeng, 1 in Prek Toal

Black Baza..........ccccoevenireiceineeiciee et 2 in Tmatboey

Black-shouldered Kite.............ccccccoevereinivenie e 3in Ang Trapaeng, 8 in Kampong Thom, 2 on the way to Tmatboey
Black Kite........ccoeuie i 1in Ang Trapaeng, 1 in Prek Toal

Brahminy Kite..........c.ccoooveeinieece e 3in Prek Toal

Gray-headed Fish-Eagle.............cccccooevnnerinnincnnene 2 in Prek Toal

Crested Serpent-Eagle 7-9 in Tmatboey

Eastern March Harrier at least 10 in Ang Trapaeng, 1 in Kampong Thom

Hen Harrier ... 1 male in Kampong Thom
Shikra.......coooooee a few daily in Tmatboey

Rufous-winged Buzzard...............cccoeuveverninerenenne. about 10 daily in Tmatboey

Greater Spotted Eagle.............c.ccccoeeveriericeceeenns 1in Ang Trapaeng, 1 along the road towards Poi Pet
Changeable Hawk-Eagle.............ccccovvereinnnnccncnnn. 2 in Tmatboey

White-rumped Falcon.............cccoeveeeevicinrirce e, 2 by the road on the way to Tmatboey

Collared Falconet 1 by the road on the way to Tmatboey

Peregrine Falcon..............cooeeveviiive e 1in Ang Trapaeng, 1 in Prek Toal, 1 by the road towards Poi Pet
Small Buttonquail.............cccooeveieeiceee e 5in Kampong Thom

SArUS Crane........ccoveivieni it ssree s e e veseesve e 4 in Kampong Thom

White-breasted Waterhen.............ccccoevvicercennennes 1in Ang Trapaeng, 2 in Prek Toal

Ruddy-breasted Crake............cccooeeiiviiiiviiececeeene Heard in Prek Toal

Watercock 2 in Ang Trapaeng, 1 in Prek Toal

Purple Swamphen 20 in Ang Trapaeng, 2 in Prek Toal

Common Moorhen...........ccocco v 1in Ang Trapaeng, 1 in Prek Toal

Bengal Florican..........ccocoooeirinieer e 1 in Kampong Thom grassland

Pheasant-tailed Jacana............cccccoeeeivniciniicece, 5in Ang Trapaeng, 2 in Kampong Thom grassland
Bronze-winged Jacana...........cccooveerininiieinieieiienen 5in Ang Trapaeng

Red-wattled Lapwing............cccceveveieieeeceeceene 3in Ang Trapaeng, 1 in Kampong Thom, 1 in Tmatboey
Pin-tailed/Common Snipe.............ccceoeveeriverereerercnnee 1 flushed in Kampong Thom...too fast to identify
Green SaNdpPiper.........ccoveieieieieeeiee e 1in Tmatboey

Wood Sandpiper...........cccvmveeveeeseceereneceee e e 1in Ang Trapaeng

Common Redshank.............ccccoeivivree e 1in Kampong Thom grassland

Whiskered Tern..........c.ccoooee e 1in Ang Trapaeng, 100 in Prek Toal

ROCK DOVE.........oceueieeectece et sttt st Very common anywhere where there are humans



Red-collared Dove............ccccveeeeicereeveerieree e common in all locations except Prek Toal

Spotted DOVE.........ccooeeeveeveiireceee et e very common in all locations except Prek Toal
ZebraDove.............cooeoeeieiceee s Common in Ang Trapaeng

Thick-billed Pigeon 10 in Tmatboey

Yellow-footed Pigeon.............cccceeeeeinrieece e about 20 (prob. more, several unidentified flocks) Tmatboey
Green Imperial Pigeon.............ccccocevveeeice e, about 20 in Tmatboey

Alexandrine Parakeet.............ccoeverierrveceinineee e 16 in Tmatboey

Blossom-headed Parakeet...........c.ccoeeeveeveererinrrnnnn. about 400 (prob.more, several unidentified flocks) Tmatboey
Red-breasted Parakeet............cccccoooerreininececenineienne about 100 identified in the flocks. Tmatboey

Vernal Hanging Parrot.............ccveevnecncinecnsccnenns 1in Tmatboey

Banded Bay CUCKOO..........ccccooenermrineneee et e the sound of this bird followed us from Vietnam to Thailand
. Heard daily in Tmatboey

Plaintive CUCKOO..............ccccvviiieeiieeeee e 2 in Ang Trapaeng, 1 in Prek Toal, 1 on the way to Tmatboey
Violet CUCkOO...........cccoviiieiicerece e 1 on the way to Tmatboey

Asian Koel...........ccooooiiiiiii et e 1in Ang Trapaeng, 1 + 1 heard in Tmatboey

Green-billed Malkoha................ccooeiiniiniincee over 10 in Tmatboey

Greater Coucal..........ccoeiniieeiiececce e Seen and heard daily in all locations

LeSSer COUCAL........covviiiiececetie ettt s 3in Ang Trapaeng

Oriental Scops OWL...........ccoooveieieice e heard 2 evenings outside our bungalow, Tmatboey.

Brown Fish OWIL.............cccoovimiinncie e e e 2 seen together in Tmatboey

Spotted Wood-Owl 1 heard from the Ibis roost. Tmatboey

Brown Wood-OWL............ccoccuveninenneiinennceine e 1 seen. Tmatboey

Asian Barred OWIet................ccoooveierinrice et Seen/heard daily. Tmatboey

Spotted OWIEt............ccooveiieierice e 2 seen at the Ibis roost. Tmatboey

Large-tailed Nightjar..............ccooo i, heard twice in Tmatboey

Asian Palm-Swift.........ccccooeivinniinir e Several seen daily in all locations

Crested Tree-swift..........c.ccccecueiveinenie e 10-50 seen daily in Tmatboey

Common Kingfisher............c.ccooevrinnneinrcne e 3-5 daily in the wetlands

Stork-billed Kingfisher................c.cooooiiiniviieere, 2 seen together in Tmatboey

White-throated Kingfisher..............cccooonrninice e, 3-10 daily in all locations

Black-capped Kingfisher...............cccoovviveiiniieiieece, 1in Ang Trapaeng, 5 in Prek Toal

Pied Kingfisher............ccoooovi e 3in Ang Trapaeng

Green Bee-ater...........ccoivivrvennennnere e e 2 in Ang Trapaeng. Common in Tmatboey

Blue-tailed Bee-eater.............ccccveveveveieieeee e 20-30 in both Ang Trapaeng and Prek Toal

Chestnut-headed Bee-eater 3 in Tmatboey

Indian Roller.............coveieiice e e 3 in Ang Trapaeng. Common in Tmatboey
Eurasian Hoopoe.............cccco e iieeiecececreee e 3-4 daily in Tmatboey
Oriental Pied Hornbill................c.ccoooo s 10-15 daily at Tmatboey

Lineated Barbet............ccoccviveieiee e, a few seen and heard in Tmatboey



Green-eared Barbet.............cccooovveieiveiee e 1 heard in Tmatboey

Blue-eared Barbet............cccccoviniicinccrec e, a few seen or heard daily in Tmatboey
Coppersmith Barbet...............ccoveieieieieceee e, groups of 10-15 in fruiting trees. Tmatboey
Gray-capped Woodpecker............c.ccoeeeveeevveceierireee e 2-3 in Tmatboey

Fulvous-breasted Woodpecker............cccccocevenerrreennnne. 1in Ang Trapaeng, 1 in Tmatboey

Rufous Woodpecker.............ccoceeeeviiiiiecieeceee e, 1in Tmatboey.

Yellow-crowned Woodpecker............c.cccceeennneierennne. 1in Tmatboey

White-bellied Woodpecker..........ccccccoeveevrecesereeriennen. 1in an old temple ruin on the way from Tmatboey
Lesser Yellownape..........cccoooceeeveeiniinenee e e 1in Tmatboey

Greater Yellownape...........ccccoeveeeveeierinece e 4 in Tmatboey

Black-headed Woodpecker.............ccccooevenneineinncncannne 3-4 in Tmatboey

Common Flameback 2-3 in Tmatboey

Greater Flameback...........cccooccueieveninicenirce e 1-2 seen daily in Tmatboey

Heart-spotted Woodpecker.............c.cccoeeeereineenece s Male and Female in Tmatboey

Great Slaty Woodpecker.............ccocoeeeeveeveceiineiceceeecens 2-3 seen daily and a few heard daily. Tmatboey
Australasian Bushlark...............ccccooovnnininine, 1in Ang Trapaeng, 5 in Kampong Thom
Indochinese Bushlark................cccccooeeeveieieinecce e 2-5 daily in Tmatboey

Oriental Skylark..............cccoooveeiiineece e 5 in Kampong Thom

Bank SWalloW..............cccueiieiiieieeeceet et 10-20 daily in Tmatboey

Barn SWallow..........c.ccooiiiinciie s Very common in all habitats

Red-rumped Swallow............cccooeiivirnninnnce e 3-10 daily in Tmatboey

Oriental Pipit (Paddyfield Pipit)..............ccccccerevcererinnen. 20 in Ang Trapaeng, common in Kampong Thom
Olive-backed Pipit...........ccccovtereeinnncinecrere e 2-10 daily in Tmatboey

Eastern Yellow Wagtail...........ccccoeerveinieniinceneceene, 2 in Kampong Thom

Large Cuckoo-shrike.............cccooove i 2-5 daily in Tmatboey

Indochinese Cuckoo-shrike...............cccoeeeveereivireniese s 2 in Tmatboey

Scarlet Minivet...........cccoveeiei e 4 in Tmatboey

SMall MINIVet..........ccooiiiie e seen daily, with up to 20 ex, in Tmatboey
Bar-winged Flycatcher-Shrike............ccovirninnnninnnee 1in Tmatboey

Black-headed Bulbul.................cccoviiniii e, 1in an old temple ruin on the way from Tmatboey
Black-crested Bulbul................c.ccoooviiiiviiieeeeees about 20 in Tmatboey

Sooty-headed Bulbul.............ccccoovrereirincer e 2-10 daily in Tmatboey

Stripe-throated Bulbul................ccccoooneiie e, 3in Ang Trapaeng, about 5 in Tmatboey
Yellow-vented Bulbul..................ccooo i 5in Ang Trapaeng, 5 in Kampong Thom grassland
Streak-eared Bulbul.............cccoooeoieinior e Common in Prek Toal and Tmatboey
Gray-eyed Bulbul................cccoovoiii 2 in Tmatboey

Blue-winged Leafbird...............ccoereieinicecee e 5 in Tmatboey

Golden-fronted Leafbird................cocooervmnieininiees 1in Tmatboey

COMMON LOFA....coiiiceicieie et e e e e sn e s 1in Ang Trapaeng, common in Tmatboey

White-throated Rock-thrush..................cccocoiriiinnnnns 1in Tmatboey



Zitting Cisticola.........ccccoveeieece e e about 20 in Kampong Thom grassland

Brown Prinia..........ccoivinieiniccc e st st s e 3 in Tmatboey

Rufescent Prinia..........c..ccooeveireennnneiencnee e about 10 in Tmatboey

Yellow-bellied Prinia..........c..cocooeieineei e 1in Prek Toal, about 15 in Kampong Thom grassland
Lanceolated Warbler.............cc.ooooiniinincnrecec e 1in Ang Trapaeng

Black-browed Reed-Warbler.............ccccvvvrncinrenineicenennnn 5in Prek Toal

Oriental Reed-Warbler..............cccooonininincecrecee 3in Ang Trapaeng, 1 in Kampong Thom grassland
Common Tailorbird............ccocoouvrnviinirirc e common in Prek Toal

Dusky Warbler............coooiiinii e 5in Ang Trapaeng,5 in Prek Toal, heard twice in Tmatboey
Yellow-browed Warbler............ccccoooinrnininninnreirenae common in all locations

Pale-legged Leaf-Warbler............cccocoonmeeninnnincncinenenes about 5 in Tmatboey

Two-barred Warbler.............ccoooeneieeee e 3 in Tmatboey

Striated Grassbird..............cccooeeiieeeie e 3 in Kampong Thom Grassland

Asian Brown Flycatcher.............cccocooiniivnneie e 1in Tmatboey

Taiga Flycatcher...........ccooeiice e common in Tmatboey

Verditer Flycatcher ..., 2 in Tmatboey

Hainan Blue Flycatcher............c..ccooeimiveiveniceeeee 2 in Tmatboey, 2 in the temple-ruins

Tickell’s Blue-Flycatcher.............c.ccooeireci e about 7 in Tmatboey

Siberian Ruby-throat...............ccccooiviiiinc e, 1in Ang Trapaeng, 2 in Kampong Thom grassland
Bluethroat............coccivveiniiecee e 3 in Kampong Thom grassland

Siberian Blue Robin..............ccccoveviviecic e 1in Tmatboey

Oriental Magpie-robin.............ccocooevinrenincnicincreieees a few in Ang Trapaeng and also in Tmatboey
StONECHAL ..o e common in all locations

Pied Bushchat..............ccocovoiii e 4 in Ang Trapaeng, common in Tmatboey

Pied Fantail............cccooe e e common in Ang Trapaeng and Tmatboey
Black-naped Monarch.............cccceeiiivnieceec e 3 in Tmatboey, 1 at the temple-ruins
Gray-headed Canary-Flycatcher............cccccoovvevenececnn. a few in Tmatboey

White-crested Laughingthrush...............ccccooovvvninennnne heard on two occasions in Tmatboey

Lesser Necklaced Laughingthrush................cccccccvvininne. a flock of 7 in Tmatboey

Scaly-crowned Babbler..............c.ccooii e 5 seen and 3-4 heard in Tmatboey
Rufous-capped Babbler.............ccooooeiniivce e a few heard in Tmatboey

Striped Tit-babbler.............ccovoi common in Tmatboey

Yellow-bellied Yuhina (Erpornis)............ccoeeeeeinriereecrennnne 1in Tmatboey

Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch..............cccoooieviiiieiee e, 2 in Tmatboey

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch...............c..cooooiiis 6 in Tmatboey

Ruby-cheeked Sunbird...............ccccoonricrinier e 7-8 in Tmatboey

Purple Sunbird...............coomimi e common in Tmatboey

Olive-backed Sunbird..............cccooviveriieiiiii e, seen in all locations



Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker............cccouveeeievervecinrinrecnennne Seen in Siemreab etc.

Thick-billed Flowerpecker Seen twice (5+1) in Tmatboey

Black-naped Oriole....... 1in the temple-ruins

Black-hooded Oriole............ccooreeiniince e common (5-10 daily) in Tmatboey

Brown Shrike...........cccooe vt st Seen in all locations. Quite common winter visitor
Burmese Shrike...........ccooooeiriivice e 1 in Kampong Thom. 1-2 daily in Tmatboey

Long-tailed shrike..........c..ccoooorinieie 1 in Kampong Thom grassland

Large Woodshrike.........c.cccoveereininiinecncece e 3 in Tmatboey

Common Woodshrike.............ccocooveirinicninrcerece e seen twice (5+1) in Tmatboey

BIAck DrONEO..........cvovieeecte ettt s st very common. Seen in all locations

Ashy Drongo common in Tmatboey (mostly wintering leucogenis & salangensis)
Bronzed DrONGO0...........c.c.eevieciecieeietie e st ee et s esins 1+2 in Tmatboey, 1 in the temple-ruins

Greater Racket-tailed Drongo.............ccccccveeeviieeeecieeeeens several in Ang Trapaeng, Prek Toal and Tmatboey

BlUE IMagPi.......c.ooveiieieeieiirecee et ettt et s e small flocks seen daily in Tmatboey

RUFOUS TrEEPIE.......c.ececee ettt et 5 in Ang Trapaeng, 3 on the way to Tmatboey
Racket-tailed Treepie............ccoevmrieiicececieeeeee e 2+1 in Tmatboey

Large-billed Crow............ccoccoueeiiiinee e e small numbers in all locations

Common Hill Myna..............ccooiiiie e 3-4 in the temple-ruin

White-vented Myna very common in urban habitats.

ComMON MYNQ.......ccco oottt eaer et e very Common in urban habitats.

Vinous-breasted Starling.............ccccoveivnneine e 2 on the way to Tmatboey

Black-collared Starling.............cccovvveieieieiecec e very common in most habitats

White-shouldered Starling................cccccceeieiiiiiiieiiiiiins about 30 in Ang Trapaeng.

Nutmeg Mannekin................ccceeieriii e 20 in Ang Trapeang

HOUSE SPArTOW.......cuviiii ittt et e ssr e e st e 5 in Ang Trapaeng. Expanding colonization eastwards.
Plain-backed Sparrow.............ccccovvevieerce e 10 in Ang Trapaeng and 2 in Tmatboey.

Eurasian Tree SParrOW...........cccoceveeveeserieseniecestesreeresesneneenns very common in Siemreab province. None!? Elsewhere.
Baya WAV ...ttt ettt st e e s e about 50 in Ang Trapaeng

Red Avadavat small groups (nesting?) in Kampong Thom




