
 

LITHUANIALITHUANIA  
 

17 17 ––  27 May 1993 27 May 1993  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

Compiled by Anders Ekstrand 



 2

General Information 
The trip to Lithuania was made by the Ornithological Society of Scania to explore the 
avifauna but also to determine the state of ornithology and environment protection. It is a 
white spot on most birdwatchers, maps and people living in the country are too busy 
making their living to be devoted ornithologists. The inefficiency of the communist 
system has left untouched forests and huge areas of swamps and marshes, something 
that should give a rich fauna. The agricultural level lies partly at the 19:th century and 
horses are fairly common. Connected to the big Euruasian landmass this gives the 
country a large potential for lots of species. Few speak English and very few speak 
German so there are sometimes communication problems. 
 

Getting there 
We flew from Kristianstad in the south of Sweden to Vilnius by a special charter 
organized by FCY-travels AB (telephone: int+ 46-42 12 87 81). It is also possible to fly 
from Copenhagen. A ferryboat is planned from Åhus in the south of Sweden to Klaipeda 
but for the moment the only possibility is to go by boat to Poland and then by car into 
Lithuania. 
 

Currency 
In a short time the currency has changed from rubels to talons and will in late 93 change 
into lit which is the hope of a stable future currency. Not knowing the rate the country is 
somewhere between cheap and very cheap rapidly going towards western prices. For 
souvenir they have excellent amber, linen and of course vodka and sparkling wine. 
 

Food and hotels 
There is no obvious shortage of food and the restaurants are good. Hotel standard is 
okay and typical of the former Eastern-bloc. The efficiency and service are not perfect 
but improve all the restaurants and shops have the same service as have quite some 
types of beer to choose between and most of them are good. 
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Diary and description of localities 
17/5 Flying from Copenhagen to Vilnius we had a marvellous view over the Nemunas 
river and delta and the huge sand reefs outside the coast. In Vilnius we left our luggage 
at Tafootel and left for fishponds at Arvydai. Artificial ponds are used for producing carp 
and at the same time good areas for grebes, waders, ducks and storks. We saw Black 
Stork and Black-throated Greabe. Lots of different species of frogs were heard and 
their bell ringing sounds would accompany us the whole journey in this land of wetlands. 
 
18/5 Leaving early next morning towards Moleta and further on to Ignalina. Our first stop 
was at Glitiskes. We stopped at an old manor-house near the lake and observed 
raptors. Honey Buzzard, Osprey and the first Lesser Spotted Eagle were observed 
together with warblers in the park behind the manor house. 10 km towards Moleta we 
stopped at a marsh and saw some more raptors, tits and Scarlet Rosefinches. Lunch in 
Moleta. 
   Driving from Moleta toward Ignalina you pass through an area good for Rollers. We 
observed two pairs. We stopped at a 16th century church at Stirinay and saw our first 
Spotted Eagle, Labanoras is an old picturesque village with Roller, Curlew and Reed 
Warbler. You could walk there for hours amongst horsewaggons and old timberhouses. 
We went to a big vacation village in Paluse. Since it was out of season we were the only 
guests and we slept there three nights 10 persons for less than 20 sek. A night walk the 
lake gave Nightjar and Bittern. 
 
19/5 In the morning we visited a very nice row-village with lakes and streams. Lots of 
warblers and finches. Wonderful local atmosphere. (After visiting the national park 
administration went to the virgin forest area. Huge pine and spruce trees with and 
aspens in small groups and everywhere lots of dead The dream of a woodpecker. We 
observed Three-toed and Grey Woodpeckers and our second Spotted Eagle was 
soaring over. The whole forest is divided into square areas by fire-breaks. Lots of dead 
trees lie everywhere and it is pretty easy to get lost and walking in some areas is really 
heavy. On our way back we observed Black Kite. 
 
20/5 Going back to Vilnius we pass a bookshop in central town and bought a map and 
some stamps. At lunchtime we are at the administration centre of Cepkeliu Raistas in 
the very south east corner of the country. It is a giant high bog with huge wetlands 
surrounded by very dry sandy pine forests. White-tailed Eagles is breeding and so are 
several pairs of Citrine Wagtails. In the surrounding areas we looked for Hoopoe 
without any luck and in the late afternoon we arrived at fishponds near Magionys where 
we observed of White storks and Ravens together with one Ferruginous Duck and and 
lots of Garganeys, 5-7 White-tailed Eagles and lots of other raptors. The road to 
Druskininkai is really lousy and we are all tired arriving at, the hotel. Hot water and a 
shower! Druskininkai is a very clean and nice town in German health resort style. 
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21/5 Going from Druskininkai towards Zuvintas reservation, a shallow eutrophic lake 
surrounded by wet grasslands and huge areas of wet broadleaved forests. In the lake 
we took a trip in rowing boats looking at large colonies of Black Terns including two 
White-winged and one Whiskered Tern. Savi's warbler, Bittern and Little Crake are 
heard from reed areas. In the afternoon we took a trip to the wet forest SW of the lake 
we were attacked by millions of mosquitoes of approximately the same size as a 
helicopter. The forests are dense and a mixture between alder, ash, birch, oak and other 
broad-leaved trees. In a huge oak more than one metre in diameter we found the nest of 
Black Stork. We also saw Lesser Spotted Eagle and Cranes in the forest. In the 
evening we went out into huge grasslands (X) to listen for Aquatic warblers. We had very 
good observations of 5-7 birds and heard them singing as light faded away. We also 
saw three Montague’s Harriers which is fairly common in this area. We slept in 
Miriampole in a huge Soviet imperialistic style concrete hotel. 
 
22/5 Driving towards the coast we stopped at Viesvile forest to look for White-backed 
Woodpecker. We walked along the stream meadows Where the German forester had 
his horses grazing before the First World War. There were lots of beaver ponds and we 
had a very good observation of Tawny Owl . Hazel Grouse was common and Golden 
Orioles were heard everywhere. Late this evening we arrived at the coast. Looking for 
some place to sleep we found an example of long and intensive use of vodka with two 
small children looking at their drunken parents. Finally we 
found our sleeping place in the old lighthouse at Ventes Ragas ringing station. 
 
23/5 Finally at the sea. Alone in the morning observing suddenly found three Rose-
coloured Starlings outside the ringing station. Waking everybody up made it worth 
while! Third observation in the country. After breakfast we all went to check the Zigzag 
Helgoland traps. Lots of warblers; and flycatchers, some Red-breasted Flycatchers and 
one Barred Warbler. We drove around looking at artificial nests built for White-tailed 
Eagles have had great success with several pairs breeding! At the bridge over Kaiser- 
Wilhelm Canal we stopped to look at raptors. We observed White-tailed Eagles and 
Lesser Spotted Eagles. At huge wet grasslands below the bridge we found 2-3 Aquatic 
Warblers some Great Snipes and Black-tailed Godwits. Some kilometers further on 
near a delta lake we found Dunlin, Ruff, Little Gull and Golden Plover. Suddenly a huge 
raptor came over us. After some problems with the identification we found out that this 
was a three-year-old Imperial Eagle a new species for the country. At the next stop, a 
wet forest area, we found a nest of a Lesser Spotted Eagle and observed an Eagle Owl  
and Corncrake. After a fantastic day we really wanted to fall into our beds. When we 
arrived back at the ringing station we had a fantastic meal with smoked fish, bread and 
meat accompanied with the traditional vodka and sparkling wine. 
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24/5 The next day some of us took a rowing trip to some sandy islands in the river delta. 
Lots of Calidris-waders were observed but also a Broad-billed Sandpiper, Grey Plover, 
Curlew and Caspian Tern. Going through the reed areas we saw lots of Shovelers, 
Garganeys and a colony of Crested Grebes. 
   After a fantastic lunch at the ringing-station we continued our trip to Claipeda and by 
ferry-boat to the huge sand reef Kursiu neringa. When we arrived at Juodkrante all 
restaurants were closed but Vitas and Lingita invited us to eat some hot sandwiches in 
their home. 
 
25/5 This day we started exploring the sand landscape. Wood Lark, Eurasian Skylark 
and Tawny Pipit are all characteristic species in the dunes. A Black Kite and a Honey 
Buzzard passed by. Looking at the very nice architecture in Nida we found Serin singing 
from a television pole. On our way back we visited a colony of Cormorants and Grey 
Herons. Just outside the house a Red-breasted Flycatcher was singing intensively. In 
the evening we had a very nice discussion on natural conservation in which Claus Mayer 
from Naturschutzbund Deutschlands also participated. 
 
26/5 We started the morning looking at giant carved wood sculptures placed in a forest 
telling old local fairy-tales. Lots of Scarlet Rosefinches and a Greenish Warblers 
completed the list. The rest of the day was used going back to Vilnius at Kaunas for 
some food and shopping. 
 
27/5 The day was used for some tourism visiting the University where we met some girls 
studying Swedish, looking at churches and climbing the old castle tower admiring the 
view of the city. On our way to the airport we visited the TV-tower where freedom was 
won not long ago. In the afternoon our plane left taking us back to Kristianstad, Sweden. 
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Observed species in systematic order 
 
 
1. Little Grebe, Podiceps ruficollis 
1 at fish ponds, Schilute 
 
2. Blacknecked Grebe, P. nigricollis 
Arvydai fishponds 4 
 
3. Crested Grebe, P. cristatus 
Common 
 
4. Red-necked Grebe, P. grisegena 
1 heard at Zuvintas 
 
5. Great Cormorant, Phalacrocorax carbo 
Common by the sea and at fishponds 
 
6. Bittern, Botaurus stellaris 
1 at Paluse, several at Zuvintas 
 
7. Grey Heron, Ardea cinerea 
Common 
 
8. White Stork, Ciconia ciconia 
Common 
 
9. Black Stork, Ciconia nigra 
1 Arvydai, 2 near Zuvintas at nest 
 
10. Mute Swan, Cygnus olor 
Common in lakes and rivers 
 
11. White-fronted Goose, Anser albinfrons 
2 Neumunas delta 
 
12. Greylag Goose, A. anser 
Common at Zuvintas and in the Nemunas delta 
 
13. Shellduck, Tadorna tadorna 
6 at Kursiu Neringa 
 
14. Wigeon, Anas penelope 
2, male and 1 female Arvydai 
 
15. Gadwall, A. strepera 
1 pair at Ventes Ragas 
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16. Teal, A. crecca 
Occasional small flocks 
 
17. Pintail, A. acuta 
Small flocks at Zuvintas, Kursiu Neringa and Ventes Ragas 
 
18. Mallard, A. platyrhynchos 
Common 
 
19. Garganey, A. querquedula 
Second most common duck after Mallard 
 
20. Shoveler, A. clypeata 
Small flocks at Zuvintas and Ventes Ragas and in fishponds 
 
21. Tufted Duck, Aythya fuligula  
Common 
 
22. Pochard, A. ferina 
and 1 at Mai -gionys 
 
23. Ferruginous Duck, A. nyroca 
1 pair flying at fishponds Mairgionys 
 
24. Goldeneye, Bucephala clangula 
Common 
 
25. Goosander, M. merganser 
5-7 pars in north-east Lake-district 
 
26. Honey Buzzard, Pernis apivorus 
1 Glitiskese 1 Kurische Nerung 4 near Zuvintas 
 
27. White-tailed Eagle, Haliaeetus albicilla 
Common in Nemunas delta, fishpond areas and 1-2 pairs Chipkale highbog 
 
28. Lesser Spotted Eagle, Aquila pomarina 
10-12 different birds observed, common around Zuvintas and Ventes Ragas. 
 
29. Spotted Eagle, A clanga 
1 -,it c-,terina5, church, 1 Ignalina forest reserve 
 
30. Imperial Eagle, A heliaca 
One three-year old bird observed in the Nemunas delta 
 
31. Buzzard, Buteo buteo 
Common 
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32. Goshawk, Accipiter gentilis 
1 ad female along the road 
 
33. Sparrowhawk, A. nisus 
common in forest land 
 
34. Osprey, Pandion haliaetus 
2 ex Glitiskes 
 
35. Marsh Harrier, Circus aeruginosus 
Common in reed areas 
 
36. Montagus harrier, C. pygargus 
more than 15 different birds observed 
 
37. Kestrel, Falco tinnunculus 
1 along the highway Klaipeda-Vilnius 
 
38. Hobby, F. subbuteo 
Pagas, 1 Kurische Nerung, several along the road 
 
39. Merlin, F. columbianus 
1 female outside Paluse 
 
40. Red-footed Falcon, F vespertinus 
1 adult male at Paluse 
 
41. Hazel Grouse, Bonasa bonasia 
3 ex Viesevile forest 
 
42. Partridge, Perdix perdix 
1 ex Ignalina 
 
43. Crane, Grus grus 
Occasional breeder in forest swamps and high bogs 10 observations 
 
44. Water Rail, Rallus aquaticus 
1 heard at Zuvintas 
 
45. Little Crake, Porzana parva 
1 heard Zuvintas, 1 heard Ventes Ragas 
 
46. Corncrake, Crex crex 
Several heard in the Nemunas delta 
 
47. Morhen, Gallinula chlorops 
Common in fishponds and shallow lakes 
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48. Coot, Fulica atra 
Common 
 
49. Lapwing, Vanellus vanellus 
Common 
 
50. Ringed Plover, Charadrius hiaticula 
Common in fishponds, Nemunas delta and at seashore 
 
Little Ringed Plover, C. dubius 
Common in sandy areas, fishponds and gravel pits 
 
51. Grey Plover, Pluvialis squatarola 
10-12 at sandy islands in the Nemunas delta 
 
52. Golden Plover, P. apricaria 
1 in the Nemunas delta 
 
53. Common Snipe, Gallinago gallinago 
Common 
 
54. Great Snipe, G. media 
5-7 birds in Nemunas delta 
 
55. Woodcock, Scolopax rusticola 
1 ex Paluse 
 
56. Curlew, Numenius arquata 
2 at Labonoras village, 4 at Nemunas delta sand islands 
 
57. Black-tailed Godwit, Limosa limosa 
4-5 Nemunas delta wet meadows 
 
58. Common Sandpiper, Actitis hypoleucus 
Common 
 
59. Redshank, Tringa totanus 
2 in fishponds near Shilute 
 
Green Sandpiper, T. ochropus 
Occasional in wet forests 
 
Greenshank, T. nebularia 
Common around fishponds 
 
60. Wood Sandpiper, T. glareola 
2 Arviday 
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61. Ruff, Philomachus pugnax 
Common in fishponds and on wet meadows, mostly migrating birds 
 
62. Red Knot, Calidris canutus 
4 ex at Nemunas delta sand islands 
 
63. Dunlin, C. alpina 
2-3 on wet meadows in Nemunas delta 
 
64. Curlew Sandpiper, C. ferruginea 
2 at Ventes Ragas 
 
65. Little Stint, C. minuta 
2 Nemunas delta sand islands 
 
66. Broad-billed Sandpiper, Limicola falcinellus 
4 at sand islands Nemunas delta 
 
67. Black-headed Gull, Larus ridibundus 
Common 
 
68. Common Gull, L. canus 
Common 
 
69. Lesser Black-backed Gull, L. fuscus 
Occasional at sea 
 
70. Great Black-backed Gull, L. marinus 
Common 
 
71. Herring Gull, L. argentatus 
Common 
 
72. Little Gull, L. minutus 
1 ad and 1 subad Nemunas delta 
 
73. Black Tern, Chlidonias niger 
Very common in large colonies, shallow lakes 
 
74. White-winged Black Tern, C. leucopterus 
1 at fishponds Arviday 2 at Zuvintas 
 
75. Whiskered Tern, C. hybridus 
1 ex Zuvintas lake 
 
76. Sandwich Tern, Sterna sandvicensis 
2 ex Ventes Ragas 
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77. Little Tern, S albifrons 
Nemunias river and delta 
 
78. Caspian Tern, S. caspia 
1 ex Nemunas delta sand islands 
 
79. Common Tern, S. hirundo 
Common 
 
80. Wood Pigeon, Columba palumbus 
Occasional in open landscape 
 
81. Stock Dove, C. oenas 
2 Kursiu neringa (could have been C. livia domestica otherwise rare in forests 
 
82. Turtle Dove, Streptopelia turtur 
Occasional in open landscape around Ventes Ragas and Zuvintas 
 
83. Collard Dove, S decaocto 
Common in urban areas 
 
84. Cuckoo, Cuculus canorus 
Common 
 
85. Eagle Owl, Bubo bubo 
1 ex near breeding ground, Nemunas delta 
 
86. Tawny Owl, Strix aluco 
2 ex Viesvile forest 
 
87. Nightjar, Caprimulgus europeus 
1 heard Paluse 
 
88. Swift, Apus apus 
Common 
 
89. Kingfisher, Alcedo atthis 
1 Neniurias river 
 
90. Roller, Coracias garrulus 
2 couples near Labanoras 
 
91. Hoopoe, Upupa epops 
1 heard Ventes Ragas 
 
92. Black Woodpecker, Dryocopus maritius 
1 Arviday 
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93. Green Woodpecker, Picus viridis 
Occasional in parks and half-open broad leaved forests in western Lithuania 
 
94. Grey Woodpecker, P canus 
Several heard in Ignalina forest reserve 
 
95. Great Spotted Woodpecker, Dendrocopos major 
Common in forests 
 
96. Lesser-spotted Woodpecker, D. minor 
2 Zuvintas wet forest. 
 
97. Three-toed Woodpecker, Picoides tridactylus 
1 female Ignalina forest 
 
98. Wryneck, Jynx torquilla 
Common in gardens and half open landscape 
 
99. Eurasian Skylark, Aluda arvensis 
Common 
 
100. Wood Lark, Lullula arborea 
Fairly common in open Pine-forests and heath-lands Kursiu Neringa 
 
101. Sand Martin, Riparia riparia 
Common 
 
102. Swallow, Hirundo rustica 
Common 
 
103. House Martin, Delichon urbica 
Common 
 
104. Tree Pipit, Anthus trivialis 
Common 
 
105. Meadow Pipit, Anthus pratensis 
Common 
 
106. Yellow Wagtail, Motacilla flava 
Common 
 
107. Citrine Wagtail ,Motacilla citreola 
2 pairs at breeding ground Chipkale high bog 
 
108. White Wagtail, Motacilla alba 
Common 
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109. Redbacked Shrike, Lanius collurio 
Common 
 
110. Golden Oriole, Oriolus oriolus 
Common in broad leaved forests 
 
111. Starling, Sturnus vulgaris 
Common 
 
112. Rose-colored Starling, S roseus 
3 birds Ventes Ragas 
 
111. Jay, Garrulus glandularis 
Occasional in forest landscape 
 
112. Magpie, Pica pica 
Common in human surroundings 
 
113. Nutcracker, Nucifraga caryocatactes 
Rare breeder in mixed forests 
 
114. Jackdaw, Corvus monedula 
Common 
 
111. Rook, Corvus frugilegus 
Common 
 
112. Hooded Crow, Corvus corone cornix 
Common 
 
113. Raven, Corvus corax 
Common also in open landscape where nesting on electric poles 
 
114. Wren, Troglodytes troglodytes 
Common 
 
115. Dunnock, Prunella modularis 
Common 
 
116. Savi´s Warbler, Locustella luscinoides 
Common in reed areas, Zuvintas and Ventes Ragas 
 
117. River Warbler, L fluviatilis 
2-3, heard in Salix shrubberies, Nemunas delta 
 
118. Grasshopper Warbler, L naevia 
2 heard Zuvintas 
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119. Aquatic Warbler, Acrocephalus paludicola 
5-7 at wet meadows, Zuvintas 3-4 at meadows by the Kaiser Wilhelm Canal, Nemunas 
delta 
 
120. Sedge Warbler, A. schoenobaenus 
Common 
 
121. Marsh Warbler, A. palustris 
Rare and occasional in shrubbery areas near water 
 
122. Reed Warbler, A. scirpaceus 
Common in reed areas 
 
123. Great Reed Warbler, A. arundinaceus 
Common in also small reed areas 
 
124. Ictetrine Warbler, Hippolais icterina 
Common in broadleaved forests 
 
125. Barred Warbler, Sylvia nisoria 
1 heard and 1 ringed, Ventes Ragas 
 
126. Lesser Whitethroat, S. curruca 
Common 
 
127. Whitethroat, S. communis 
 
128. Garden Warbler, S. borin 
Common 
 
129. Blackcap, S atricapilla 
Common 
 
130. Chiffhaff. Phylloscopus collybita 
Common in mixed forests 
 
131. Willow Warbler, P. trochilus 
Common 
 
132. Wood Warbler, P. sibilatrix 
Common in wet and broadleaved forests 
 
133. Greenish Warbler, P. trochiloides 
1 heard Juodkrante, 2 heard Viesvile forest 
 
134. Goldcrest, Regulus regulus 
Common, especially in Pine forest 
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135. Spotted Flycatcher, Muscicapa striata 
Common 
136. Red-breasted Flycatcher, Ficedula parva 
Several at Ventes Ragas, 1 singing in Juodkrante 
 
137. Pied Flycatcher, F. hypoleuca 
Common 
 
138. Robin, Erithacus rubecula 
Common 
 
139. Redstart, Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
1 at Klaipeda harbour 
 
140. Black Redstart, P. ochrorus 
Common around industries and in urban areas. 
 
141. Whinchat, Saxicola rubetra 
Common 
 
142. Wheatear, Oenanthe oenanthe 
Common 
 
143. Thrush Nightingale, Luscinia luscinia 
Common 
 
144. Blackbird. Turdus merula 
Common 
 
145. Fieldfare, T. pilaris 
Common in large f locks in open landscape 
 
146. Song Thrush, T. philomelos 
Common 
 
147. Redwing, T. iliacus 
1-2 singing Ignalina forest reserve. 
 
148. Mistle Thrush, T. viscivorus 
2 Viesvile forest 
 
149. Marsh Tit, Parus palustris 
Occasional in wet forests 
 
150. Willow Tit, P . montanus 
Common in pine forest 
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151. Crested Tit, P. cristatus 
 
Common -in pine forest 
152. Blue Tit, P. caeruleus 
Common 
 
153. Coal Tit, P. ater 
Common in coniferous forests 
 
154. Great Tit, P. major 
Common 
 
155. Long-tailed Tit, Aegithalos caudatus 
Common in wet forests 
 
156. Bearded Reedling, Panurus biarmicus 
Heard in reed areas Zuvintas and Ventes Ragas. 
 
157. Penduline Tit, Remiz pendulinus 
Common in reed-areas, with surrounding shrubberies 
 
158. Nuthatch, Sitta europea 
Common in mixed forests and gardens 
 
159. Treecreeper, Certhia familaris 
Common in forests 
 
160. House Sparrow, Passer domesticus 
Common in human environment 
 
161. Tree Sparrow, P. montanus 
Common in shrubs near houses 
 
162. Chaffinch, Fringilla coelebs 
Common 
 
163. Bullfinch, Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
1   in Ignalina forest reserve 
 
164. Hawfinch, Coccothraustes coccothraustes 
Common in broadleaved forests 
 
165. Serin, Serinus serinus 
1 male inside Nida and one heard Marcinkonys 
 
166. Greenfinch, Carduelis chloris 
Common 
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167. Goldfinch, C. carduelis 
Occasional in open landscape and gardens 
 
168. Linnet, C. cannabina 
Occasional in open landscape, rather common in heatland 
 
169. Siskin, C. spinus 
Several heard in Ignalina forest. 
 
170. Scarlet Rosefinch, Carpodacus roseus 
Very common in gardens, agricultural land and swamps 
 
171. Crossbill, Loxia curvirostra 
Smal flock, Kursiu Neringa 
 
172. Yellowhammer, Emberiza citrinella 
Common 
 
173. Ortolan Bunting, E. hortulana 
1 male Zuvintas 
 
174. Reed Bunting, E. schoeniculus 
Common in reed-areas 
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